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Agenda 

ωWhat is New gTLD 
ωHow to Apply for a New gTLD 
ωHow does ICANN evaluate New gTLD 

Applications 
ωNew gTLD Business Models 
ωImpacts to the existing TLDs 
ωHKIRC, .HK, .  Registrations 
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Domain Name Hierarchy 

.tw .cn 

ɼ.ò 

.com Top Level 

.com.tw .ebiz.tw .gov.tw .net.tw .org.tw 

twnic.net.tw chandaiman.idv.tw 

2nd Level 

3rd Level 

.idv.tw 

ñRootò 



5 

ccTLD vs. gTLD 

Country Code Top-level Domain 

(ccTLD) 

Å More than 250 ccTLDs 

Å31 Internationalised, non Latin 

alphabet ccTLDs 

.hk 

.cn 

.us 

.  

.ʈʌ 
.  

.au 

.  

.ϤϜϼϝвϜ 

Generic Top-level Domain (gTLD) 

Å22 gTLDs 

ÅMost commonly known: .com, .org 

ÅOther less commonly known 

include: .museum, .jobs, .travel 
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.xxx 
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.pro 

.biz 
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Top 10 TLDs (Mar 2012) 

1. .com   6. .info 

2. .de (Germany) 7. .tk (Tokelau) 

3. .net   8. .nl (Netherlands) 

4. .uk (UK)  9.  .ru (Russia) 

5. .org   10.  .eu (Europe) 

 

March 2012 Verisign Domain Name Industry Brief  
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TLDs ς No. of Registrations 

As of end of 2011: 

ω225 million names across all TLDs 

ωAmong which 90.6 million names are under 
ccTLDs 

 

 

March 2012 Verisign Domain Name Industry Brief  
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TLDs ς No. of Registrations 

March 2012 Verisign Domain Name Industry Brief  



ICANN New gTLD Program 

ÅOpening up the Top Level 
ïFoster diversity 

ïEncourage competition 

ïBetter utilise the DNS 

ÅOct 2007, GNSO 
ïCompleted policy development on New gTLDs 

ïApproved 19 policy recommendations 

ÅJun 2008 ï ICANN approved the community-
developed policy 

ÅDeveloped the New gTLD Applicant Guidebook 

ÅJun 2011 ï ICANN decided to launch the New 
gTLD Program 
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Types of New gTLDs 

ωGeneric 
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Types of New gTLDs 

ωBrand 
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Types of New gTLDs 

ωGeographic ς cities, regions 
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Types of New gTLDs 

ωCommunity 
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New gTLD Format 

ω3 to 63 Latin chars or >=2 non-Latin chars 

ωCannot be similar to existing TLDs 

ωCannot be numeric, e.g. .1628 

ωCannot be offensive, e.g. .god, .porn 

ωCannot be country or ISO-3166-3 names, e.g. 
.russia 
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Application Status 

ω329 Applicant Accounts on 19 March 

ωKnown Applications (http://thetoplevel.com ) 

ς Generic: .law, .dental, .earth, .restaurant, .eng, .site, .secure, .taxi, .vip, 
.hotel, .horse, .film, .fam, .board, .bike, .music, .sport, .free, .radio, .bank 

ς  Brand: .starhub, .unicef, .hitachi, .canon 

ς  Geographic: .victoria, .sydney, .wales, .nyc, .usa, .florida, .berlin, .vegas, 
.london 

ς  Community: .kiwi, .green, .gay 

ωContested Applications (http://thetoplevel.com ) 
ς .med, ..afrique, .scot, .tokyo, .wine, africa, .love, .shop, .eco, .web 

ω ICANN will publish list of applied new gTLDs on 1 May 

http://thetoplevel.com/
http://thetoplevel.com/
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Why new gTLD? 

ωYou want to protect and market your brand. Names 
of your websites will have your brand name at the 
end; your email addresses as well 

Å Shorter, neater and easier to remember web and 
email addresses 
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Why new gTLD? 

ωSome TLDs are proven to have good investment 
value, like .com or .net 
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Why new gTLD? 

ωYou are futuristic and can come up with innovative 
uses of the new TLD, e.g. .tel 
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Innovative Uses of New gTLDs 

The web browser is no longer just for info. 
sharing and interaction, it is the common 
interface for service requests and delivery via 
ǘƘŜ ά/ƭƻǳŘέΦ wƛŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΦǘŜƭ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ 
possibilities are endless.  

.print 

.home .shop 
.PDA .  

.blog .  

.learn 
.taxi 
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Why new gTLD? 

ωYou want your own TLD in Chinese or other 
languages, e.g. . .  
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SEO (Search Engine Optimisation) 
consideration 

ωDomain name has always been weighed significantly 
for page ranking 

ωGoogle ranks pages by ccTLD on location-based search 
result delivery 

 

  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΧ {ƻǊǊȅΧ 
 



22 

SEO (Search Engine Optimisation) 
consideration 

ωYet, page ranking algorithm changes all the time 

ωIntroduction of hundreds of new TLDs will drastically 
change the landscape of the namespace and likely 
trigger changes in search algorithms 
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New gTLD Program Schedule 



25 

How to Apply? 

ωRead the Applicant Guidebook 
(http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/agb)  

ωGo to https://gtldreg.icann.org/ to create a TLD 
Application System (TAS) account 

ωCreate an account for each application (each string) 

ωWire the USD5,000 registration fee to ICANN for 
each application before 29 March 2012 

ωWire the rest of the application fee (USD180,000) for 
each application to ICANN before 12 April 2012 

ωComplete the application on TAS before 12 April 
2012 

 

http://newgtlds.icann.org/en/applicants/agb
https://gtldreg.icann.org/
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Application Fees and other fees 

ωApplication Fee: USD185,000 per TLD  

ωOther Fees that may be incurred 

ςCommunity Priority review deposit: USD10,000 
(refundable if passed) 

ςRegistry Services review fee: USD50,000. For 
ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ άƴŜǿέ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 

ςExtended Evaluation fee: USD50,000 

ςObjection response filing fee: USD1,000 ς 5,000 

ςDispute resolution handling deposit: USD2,000 up 
to USD122,000 (refundable for the prevailing 
party) 
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Recurring fees to ICANN 

ωAnnual Registry: USD25,000 per TLD  

ωAnnual transaction fee: USD1 per domain name 
registered (chargeable only if the TLD has more than 
200,000 transactions per annum) 
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Application 

Submission 

Administrative 

Completeness Check 

Initial 

Evaluation 

Transition to 

Delegation 

Extended 

Evaluation 
US$50K 

Dispute Resolution 

 
Response fee: US$1-5K 

 

Advance Payment for DR 

fee (refundable for the 

prevailing party): 

US$2K-122K 

String Contention 
Self resolution / 

community priority / 

auction 

 

Objection 

Filing 

- Pay US$5K deposit to 

ICANN 
-~2 months 

-Pay remaining evaluation fee 

(US$185K-5K) to ICANN before 

12 Apr 2012 

-Public comment period starts 

(~60 days) 

-Public comments not considered 

objection but early preparation for 

resolving dispute 

-Govôts early warning 

-~ 7 mths 

-File with DRP provider (not ICANN) 

~ 5 mths 

-Include string 

review, 

application 

review i.e. if 

tech, ops, fin 

capable 

-After then, 

ICANN post 

result 

-~ 5 mths 
-~ 2 mths 

-Sign registry agt with ICANN 

-Complete pre-delegate technical test 

Important Days: 

12 Jan 2012 (Start Application) 

29 Mar 2012 (Close Application) 

12 Apr 2012 (submission of all documents) 

Fastest to completion: 9 mths. 

More complicated case: up to 20 mths 

 

US$5K 

US$180K 

Up to US$177K 

Cost at stages: 
Optional: 

US$10K  

(Community priority) 

Post delegation: 

Annual fee: US$25K  

Per name fee (only if more than 

200K transactions): US$1 

Application Process 
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New gTLD Program Lifecycle 
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New gTLD Evaluation Process 
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Objection and Dispute Resolution 
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String Contention and delegation 


